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FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS

The following contains general questions and answers for Merit flat saws, please refer to
The Owner’s Manual that is specific to your saw. If you do not have a manual or do not know 
themodel of your saw, please check the ID Plate located in the lower rear control panel near 
the battery.

For additional questions, or to request a copy of The Owner’s Manual, please email:
ocon.service@oregontool.com

Q: What size blade can I use on a Merit flat saw?
A: It depends on the saw model. Merit flat saws come in models with blade capacities that

range from 14- to 48-inches in diameter.

Q: How can I verify my Merit flat saw model number?
A: The ID Plate located inside the rear panel will have the model number and serial number

of the saw. Use this number as reference when ordering parts.

Q: Can a Merit flat saw be converted from rear-pivot to front-pivot, and vice versa?
A: No. The chassis is designed specifically for each configuration of saw.

Q: Is the Merit flat saw capable of accepting a blade on both sides of the unit?
A: Yes. The shaft is designed to accept a blade on the left or right side of the saw.

The saw is not designed to run blades on both sides at the same time.

Q: Does the Merit flat saw come with a lifting frame or device to lift the saw?
A: Yes. All Merit flat saws include a lifting eye that is part of the structure, and should

always be used for lifting the saw.

Q: Does the Merit flat saw have a single-stage or dual-stage air filtration system?
A: The 100, 250, 350, and 400 are single-stage, The 600 and 800 are dual-stage air 

filtration systems.

Q: Are the Merit flat saws water- or air-cooled engines?
A: The 100, 250 and 350 series gas models are air-cooled. The 400, 600, and 800 

gas models are water-cooled.
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FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS

Q: Can Merit flat saws be run indoor?
A: Only the electric saws can be run indoors. The gasoline models emit exhaust fumes (co2),

which can be fatal.

Q: How many handlebar positions does the Merit flat saw have?
A: The 250 and 350 saws have three handle positions.

The 400, 600, and 800 have four handle positons.

Q: Does the Merit flat saw require water?
A: Yes. Minimum water requirement for all Merit flat saws is 15psi at 2gpm. A gravity fed 

water tank may require a booster pump to provide adequate water supply to the flat saw. 
Merit offers awater pump for 350, 400, 600, and 800 series flat saws.

Q: What is the minimum size doorway width a Merit flat saw will fit?
A: The 400 series and smaller will fit through a 36-inch wide doorway. The 600 series,

using only the quick disconnect blade flange, will fit through a 36-inch wide doorway.

Q: Does a blade guard come with a Merit flat saw?
A: No. Blade guard size and price will be determined at time of flat saw purchase.

Q: Button controls vs. standard lever controls: Is one better than the other?
A: No. There is not an advantage to either. Control configuration is primarily based 

on operator preference.

Q: Rear-pivot vs. front-pivot: Is one better than the other?
A: No. There is not an advantage to either. Pivot preference is primarily based on 

operator preference.

Q: Can I get it painted a custom color?
A: Yes, if purchasing multiple units at one time. Discuss this with your local Sales Manager.

Q: Can I get wider blade guards for multi-blade cutting?
A: Yes, to cut up to 5 inches wide.
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GEARBOX FAQ’S

Q: Can I shift gears while the Merit flat saw is running?
A: No. The engine must be completely turned off before changing gears. Using gear 

selection guide on the gearbox, select appropriate gear as specified by blade 
manufacturers RPM rating.

Q: Can the engine RPM’s be slowed to accommodate larger blades?
A: No. The RPM directly affects engine horsepower and torque. Reducing the engine RPM

reduces the horsepower and torque and may cause low or sluggish cutting power. Always 
run the saw at full throttle when cutting, and use the proper gear for the manufacturers 
specified blade RPM. The Merit gearbox was designed to have a specified RPM input; 
reducing engine RPM will affect the gearbox RPM output.

Q: Does the Merit gearbox have a neutral to prevent it from spinning even with the 
engine running?

A: Yes. Both the gearbox and control panel have a configuration diagram with gear positions.
Please note: Saw engine must be off before changing gears.

Q: I have a single speed Merit flat saw. Can I convert it to run with a gearbox?
A: No. The chassis is designed specifically for each configuration of saw.

Q: Can the Merit 4-Speed gearbox be run without water?
A: No. The gearbox relies on water to efficiently cool the gearbox oil and components.

Failure to do so may cause excessive wear and stress on the gearbox and components.
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OPERATION FAQ’S

Q: Can I shift gears while the Merit flat saw is running?
A: No. The engine must be completely turned off before changing gears. Using gear 

selection guide on the gearbox, select appropriate gear as specified by blade 
manufacturers RPM rating.

Q: Can the engine RPM’s be slowed to accommodate larger blades?
A: No. The RPM directly affects engine horsepower and torque. Reducing the engine RPM

reduces the horsepower and torque and may cause low or sluggish cutting power. Always 
run the saw at full throttle when cutting, and use the proper gear for the manufacturers 
specified blade RPM. The Merit gearbox was designed to have a specified RPM input; 
reducing engine RPM will affect the gearbox RPM output.

Q: Does the Merit gearbox have a neutral to prevent it from spinning even with 
the engine running?

A: Yes. Both the gearbox and control panel have a configuration diagram with gear positions.
Please note: Saw engine must be off before changing gears.

Q: I have a single speed Merit flat saw. Can I convert it to run with a gearbox?
A: No. The chassis is designed specifically for each configuration of saw.

Q: Can the Merit 4-Speed gearbox be run without water?
A: No. The gearbox relies on water to efficiently cool the gearbox oil and components.

Failure to do so may cause excessive wear and stress on the gearbox and components.


